"Energized by God’s Love"

Dynamisé par I'amour de Dieu

1025 The Dalles Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94087 (408) 736-9216
The Rev. Daniel Tisdel

Evangelical Lutheran Worship No Setting
13th Sunday after Pentecost September 7, 2025

Dear Members & Guests - Welcome to Worship!
God has greatly blessed us with your presence today.
Thank you for responding to his invitation.

If you have a prayer request, please send it by email or voicemail to Letty in
the church office.
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SERVING US THIS MORNING

Ministers: All of the Members of this Congregation!

Pastor: The Rev. Daniel Tisdel Office Manager: Letty Lucero
Youth Director: Grant Hannon Sunday School: Danae Moreno & Emily Bradshaw
Office Phone Line: 408-736-9216 Website: stlukechurch.org

Amazing Creations Preschool
Preschool Director: Julianna “Juli” Buccellato
Phone Line: 408-730-0365 Email: AmazingCreationsPreschool@yahoo.com
Website: www.AmazingCreationsPreschool.net

Assistant Minister: Walt Wilser

Lector(s): Olver Smith (15t Reading, the Psalm & 2"¥ Reading)

Children’s Message: Pastor Dan Tisdel

Eucharist Assistant(s): Tim & Denise Tsang

Altar Guild: Wendy Callahan, Debbie Ryan, Shirley Loo, Denise Tsang & Tim Tsang
Greeters: Doug & Doriann Shreve (Front Door), TBD (Side Door)

Worship Team: Andy Wadsworth, Beth Stauter, Wil & Deb Mandac

Background Worship: Beth Stauter

Organist: Beth Stauter

Choir Director: Chris Frye Bell Choir Director: Wil Mandac
Tech Team: Andy Wadsworth, Alan Martinez, Ethan EIAmir, Jordan Mandac, Justine
Skov, Madeleine Gan, Olivia Mitchell, Tim and Denise Tsang

Prayer Chain Coordinator: Marlene Custer

Hearing Assistance devices are available in the Library/AV Room.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Beth Stauter
WELCOME Pastor Dan Tisdel



PRELUDE “JESUS, KEEP ME NEAR THE CROSS” Beth Stauter
(Arr. By Dale Wood)

GATHERING HYMN “JESUS, KEEP ME NEAR THE CROSS” ELW #335

INVOCATION

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all

[C] And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

[A] Let us pray...

[C] Directus, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all
our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy
name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE WITH PASTOR DAN TISDEL

GOD ENCOUNTERS HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD

1st Reading — Deut. 30:15-20

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their
ancestors. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by
loving and obeying the LORD; or choose death by following other gods.

“‘See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you
obey the commandments of the LORD your God that | am commanding you today, by
loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your
God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns
away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve
them, | declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the
land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. | call heaven and earth to
witness against you today that | have set before you life and death, blessings and
curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the LORD your
God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days,
so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”



Psalm 1
OT => Old Testament windows (right) side of sanctuary
NT => New Testament windows (left) side of sanctuary

[OT] Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in
the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

[NT] Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God'’s teaching day
and night.

[OT] They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.

[NT] It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

[OT] Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the
sinner in the council of the righteous.

[C] For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked
shall be destroyed.

2nd Reading — Philemon 1-21

Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped Paul, who is
in prison. Paul writes this letter to his friend Philemon to encourage him to receive
Onesimus, upon his return, as a sibling in Christ.

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To our beloved coworker
Philemon, to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in your
house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| thank my God always when | mention you in my prayers, because | hear of your
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. | pray that the partnership of
your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in
Christ. | have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.

For this reason, though | am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do
the right thing, yet | would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and |, Paul, do this
as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. | am appealing to you for my
child, Onesimus, whose father | have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he
was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. | am sending him,
that is, my own heart, back to you. | wanted to keep him with me so that he might
minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, but | preferred to do
nothing without your consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not
something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so
that you might have him back for the long term, no longer as a slave but more than a
slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh
and in the Lord.

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. "8If he
has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. |, Paul, am



writing this with my own hand: | will repay it. | say nothing about your owing me even
your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my
heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, | am writing to you, knowing that you will
do even more than | ask.

[P] This is the Holy Gospel according to Luke ...
[C] Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken)

Gospel — Luke 14:25-33 Read by Pastor Dan Tisdel
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know
from the outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing
all other allegiances.

Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to
them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build
a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who
see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to
finish.” Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
[C] Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE “WHAT TO PACK FOR THE UNEXPECTED” Pastor Dan Tisdel
HYMN OF THE DAY “WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME?” ELW #798

GATHERING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Prayer requests collected in the offering plates will be brought forward for the Prayers of
the People.

OFFERING MUSIC Beth Stauter

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS

[A] Let us pray...

[C] Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of
these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in
need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.



APOSTLES’ CREED
[C] | believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin
Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.
(*universal)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
[P & A] God of grace,
[C] Receive our prayer.

PEACE OF CHRIST

TRANSITIONAL PRAYER

[A] Letus pray...

[C] Oh God, Each time | worship and take communion, | want to recommit my
life, my heart, my thoughts, my everything to You. Fill me today with Your
powerful Spirit and help me grow closer to you and to my neighbor. Amen.

MEAL

The Great Thanksgiving

[P] The Lord be with you.

[C] And also with you.

[P] Lift up your hearts.

[C] We lift them to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
[C] Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
[P] Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy . ..

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND BLESSING

THE LORD’S PRAYER
[C] Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION - THE EUCHARIST (be seated)

Our Lord Jesus is the host of his table. He invites all to come to him. Everyone is
welcome to commune with communion fellowship cups or by intinction with bread and
your choice of wine or grape juice. If you are not communing, please come up to receive
a blessing of the day.

COMMUNION MUSIC “TO BE LIKE YOU” Lead By Andy Wadsworth
(By Brooke Ligertwood & Matt Crocker)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
[P] Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and

proclaim your love in Jesus’ nhame.
[C] Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN “LIFT HIGH THE CROSS” ELW #660

BENEDICTION
[P] The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your

hearts; and the life of the Spirit - bless you and give you peace.
[C] Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
[A] Our worship continues; our service is just begun. Go in peace to love and serve

The Lord.
ic] THANKS BE TO GOD!
POSTLUDE: “LIFT HIGH THE CROSS” Beth Stauter

(Arr. By Lani Smith)



